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The Canadian Rockies west of Calgary and Edmonton in Alberta Province contain some of the most

spectacular scenery and outstanding outdoor recreational opportunities in North America. Much of

the area has been preserved in a network of Canadian National and Alberta/British Columbia

Provincial Parks. Gem Trek Publishing of Cochrane, Alberta, provides a series of combination map

and travel guides at multiple scales that are invaluable for exploring the area.The "Banff and Jasper"

map is a one-over-the-world (actually, 1:400,000 scale) guide to Banff, Jasper, Yoho, and Kootenay

National Parks. One side of the mapsheet provides large-scale coverage of the Canadian Rockies,

with emphasis on the Trans-Canadian Highway and the key roads that get the visitor into the four

parks,whether arriving from Alberta or British Columbia. This mapsheet also highlights some of the

principal points of interest and visitor support infrastructure. The other side of the mapsheet has

inset maps of Western Canada, Edmonton, Calgary, Jasper, Banff township, and the key highway

stop at Lake Louise. There are indices for campgrounds associated with Banff, Jasper, and Lake

Louise.The "Banff and Jasper" mapsheet lacks sufficient detail for, say, navigatign on foot or by

bicyle, but it does provide the necessary scale for navigating across a huge swath of Canada which

has fairly limited human infrastructure. It is very highly recommended, whether new or used, to the

traveler looking to explore the Canadian Rockies.
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